DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
feet order.3 I had one answer, which urged me to go into the
country and take a long rest.
So that was the picture of England when Mr. Chamberlain,
Monsieur j'aime Berlin, the man with the umbrella, flew for the
third time, to swastika-bedecked Munich, to the meeting of the
Four Just Men at the Sign of the Double Cross, to the surgical
operation on the small country far away where people quarrel
about whom we know nothing.
What a gathering, I don't know what the moron history will
say about it, but I know what I think about it, Adolf Hitler;
Benito Mussolini; Edouard Daladier; Neville Chamberlain. It
was perfectly true, none of them knew anything about Czecho-
slovakia — none of them had ever been there* Czechoslovakia,
which had rejected the Goclcsherg demands, which Chamberlain
himself had found impossible of acceptance, was not present;
Czechoslovak 'observers* had asked if they might, please, attend,
and were waiting somewhere, ignored, in an ante-room. Of the
four men round the table three represented countries for whom
and with whom the Czechs, now jubilantly preparing to go into
battle, had fought One, France, had declared four days before
that if Czechoslovakia were attacked France would come to her
aid; England had simultaneously declared that she would support
France if hostilities broke out.
Among the men gathered to dismember the small country they
knew nothing about was one, Benito Mussolini, who had been
making speech after speech in Italy about Czechoslovakia, always
with the text 'Crucify Czechoslovakia**
Benito Mussolini possibly did know just a little about Czecho-
slovakia, and about the crucifixion of Czechs, For in the year
1918 an Englishman, one Oliflfe Richmond, who afterwards
described this experience in The Timts, was 'shown, by Italian
officers, through binoculars from a mountain above Lake Garda,
a crucifix in a field within the Austrian lines, on which the body
of a Czech soldier had been left to hang*. Italy, added Mr. Rich-
mond, Vas as deeply Interested thtn as were any of the other
Allies in the birth of a free Republic and had as much responsi-
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